


 
Provisions: 

(Powers that Congress had.) 

Could settle disputes between the states. 

Could coin money. 

Could borrow foreign money.  

Could make treaties with other countries and 
Native Americans. 

Could ask states for money and soldiers. 

Articles of 
Confederation 



 

Strengths: 

(things it was successful doing) 

It governed the U.S. through the 
Revolutionary War. 

It limited the power of the government 
to prevent tyranny. 

It created the Land Ordinance and the 
Northwest Ordinance. 

Articles of 
Confederation 



 

Weaknesses: 

(things that hurt the unity of the U.S.) 

Congress could ask the states for money and 
soldiers, but had no authority to force them 
and state could and would refuse. 

Congress could coin money, but each state 
created their own money too. (Did a Virginia 
dollar = a New York shilling?) 

Articles of 
Confederation 



 

Only had ONE branch: Congress 

No president  

No court system. 

 

 

Who would enforce laws w/o a president? 

Who would settle disputes w/o courts? 
 

Weaknesses Cont. 



Weaknesses (cont.) 

IT DID NOT CREATE A STRONG NATIONAL 
GOVERNMENT OR A FEELING OF UNITY 
AMONG AMERICANS!! 



 

Ratifying the AOC 

All 13 States had to 
approve 

Some states refused 
to ratify until other 
states dropped their 
land claims in the 
west. 

 



Land Ordinance of 1785 

A law that divided 
and sold the land in 
the Northwest 
Territory. 

All the land was 
divided up into 
Townships. 
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Township 

One to be sold 
to support 
public schools.   

 

Each section 
had 640 acres. 

320 acres 

 

160       80 

Section 

Sale of Land: 

1. The land was auctioned off by section to the highest 
bidder. 

2. The minimum cost per acre was $1. 

3. Land companies purchased sections and divided that into 
smaller lots which were sold to settlers. 



Land Ordinance (cont.) 

Townships = 36 sq. 
miles or 36 sections. 

Sections = 1 sq. mile 
or 640 acres 

The sale of 1 section 
in EVERY township 
was reserved for 
public education. 

 

 



 
 The sale ($$$) of 4 sections in EVERY township was 

reserved for veterans. 

 The other sections were open to public sale. 

 Sections could not sell for less than $1 an acre (or 
$640 per section) 

 Land companies would often buy up several sections 
at a time and sell off portions of a section to 
individuals. 

Land Ordinance (cont.) 



 

Northwest Ordinance 

Created the 
Northwest Territory 

A system of 
government for the 
Northwest 
Territory. 



 
It created a system for bringing new states 

into the Union. 
Congress would appoint a governor for each 

territory until its population reached 5,000. 
Then the territory could vote for a new 
governor. 

When a territory’s population reached 
60,000 it could draft its own constitution 
and ask to join the Union. 

Northwest Ordinance 
(cont.) 



 

It protected some civil liberties. (Like speech 
and religion) 

It provided for public education. 

It outlawed slavery in the new territories. 

(It sets up an example or precedent for 
laws that outlaws slavery for future 
territories and soon-to-be states in 
upcoming years.) 

Northwest Ordinance 
(cont.) 


